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October 1, 2011
2011-12 Series

GENERAL ORDERS # 4

TO BE READ AT MEETINGS AND POSTED:

1. The annual Big 10 Conference is 21, 22, 23 October 2011 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Room
reservations should have been made by 29 September. The hotel is the Sheraton Sioux Falls
Hotel, 1211 N West Ave, 1-29 Exit 81, Sioux Falls, SD 57104, 605.988.9887. Registration is $90.00
after 4 Oct. Registration to: VFW Dept. of South Dakota, 3601 South Minnesota Ave, Sioux Falls,
SD 57105. For info call 605.332.7441 or email vifwsd@aol.com.

2. There are a handful of Posts that are delinquent in trustee quarterly audits, some for several
quarters. National By-Laws require the post to properly send these audits to the department.
This deficiency should receive priority attention. If you need help getting current, call
Department Quartermaster Bruning.

3. State Headquarters will be closed on Monday, 10 October 2011, for Discovery Day.
4. Buddy Poppies should be ordered immediately to ensure delivery by Veterans Day.

5. Posts and Districts on a July 1 —June 30 fiscal year should file the proper federal (990) and state
tax forms not later than 15 November 2011.

6. All posts and districts with a proper EIN are included in the Department of Indiana VFW group
exemption for federal income tax under section 501(c) 19. The Group Exemption number to use
is 0979.

7. Mark your calendar and plan your work. The 1 November 2011 DEADLINE for several VFW
programs is rapidly approaching.

8. Deadline for the next issue of Combat Veteran is 12 November 2011..

9. VFW calendars are in the mail. Please remember that a substantial portion of your donation is
returned to Indiana to operate our service department. Additional calendars are available from
state HQ for a minimum $8.00 donation.

10. Trustee audits for the quarter ending 30 September 2011 are due to state by October 31, 2011.

11. Several important documents are attached to these orders. Please review all.

BY ORDER OF:
TERRY J BRUNING ( CHARLES P. SIMONS
STATE ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTE STATE COMMANDER

DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VF DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VFW



ANNOUNCEMENTS 1 October 2011

10.

As a follow up to the message which was in September announcements, see the enclosed letter from the
Indiana Gold Star Mothers. This was the message last month: Wreaths Across America places wreaths and
has ceremonies at over 600 locations to honor those who served. They solicit help again this year. Contact
Woreaths Across America at wreathsacrossamerica.org, michelle@wreathsacrossamerica.org, 877.385.9504,
207.470.0971, or PO Box 249, Columbia Fall, ME 04623,

The Veterans PTSD Project is seeking American Service Members who have made it through the struggle and
can offer encouragement to newly returning Vets transitioning back to family, work, and life. Help change the
national conversation on Post-Traumatic Stress. Share your story. Check it out at veteransptsdproject.com.

The Bill Thien Commander-in-Chief Homecoming project is in the planning stage. This gala event will be 13, 14
September 2013. Posts and Districts are encouraged to consider conducting fund raising projects throughout
the weeks and months remaining. Send proceeds to Department of Indiana, VFW and earmark the donation
“HC”. Donations will certainly be accepted at mid-winter and state convention. Thank you for your
consideration.

Indiana Military Veterans/Retiree Day and Information Fair is Saturday 12 November 2011. 0830 to 1230 at
the Finance Center, 8899 East 56" Street, Indianapolis. Lunch available $12.00, speaker Bill Gertz. To reserve
lunch ticket call 317.891.7717 by 10 November. {Mrs. Phyllis Gillespie)

The Indiana 209" Supply Company reunion is 8 October 2011, 1630 to 2000 at the New Reserve Center on
500. Seeking members who went to Desert Shield/Storm in 1990 with 209" out of Lafayette. Contact Diane
Pettit, 317.440.9872 or dpettit@iuhealth.org,

Indianapolis post 908 has a special program on 4 Nov 2011, Two shows, 1900 & 2100, tix $5 advance, $7.50 @
door. “Patsy Cline” aka Ginny Spillman is a prized and sought after singer. Call the post to reserve a table
317.243.9220.

Saturday 15 October, 1400 to 2000, Clay City post 6606 will present a Chuck Wagon dinner. An authentic
chuck wagon, the only one east of the Mississippi River will be on site for this gala event.

Sunday 30 October, serving at 1400, is the semi-annual Testicle Festival at Clay City Post 6606. This is always a
great time, and when it comes to testicle festivals it is necessary to have two a year.

The United War Veterans Council, 346 Broadway, Suite 807, New York, NY 10013, is calling for photos of the
58,272 service members killed in Vietnam. They will be displayed at a “virtual wall” web site and as part of an
exhibit when the Vietnam Education Center is built in DC. '

The Selective Service System continues to need Board Members. Must be 18 or older, US citizen, males must
have registered with selective service (unless born 3/29/57 to 12/31/59, not be employed by law
enforcement, not be active duty or retired military, no criminal convictions. Need in Lake, Porter, LaPorte, St.
Joseph, Elkhart, Starke, Steuben, Huntington, Wells, Adams, Wabash, Fayette, Union, Wayne, Randolph,
Henry, Marion, Carroll, Montgomery, Monroe, Rush, Decatur, Jennings, & Spencer counties. Contact LtCol
Carroll Harris, USMCR at 317.506.0369 or cnharris@uspis.gov.




Greetings to All:

Well we’re getting ready to start our fourth month man how time flies but we have
accomplished a lot so far but much more to do.

Post commanders a reminder V O D and Patriot Pen are due to your post by Nov. 1% these two
programs are vital to the growth and image of our organization. If you have not contacted your
local schools please do so immediately, there could be a national winner in one of those

schools.

District commanders your post inspections should be getting underway, let me make a special
request please verify the eligibility of all elected officers and the 990’s. As always | would like to
explain our request. So far this year we have had to recommend the closing of two post and
several others were placed in trustee ship and ineligible officers removed one had held his
office for over ten years but not one inspection report questioned his eligibility. There were two
other common denominators zero participation in district meetings and audit reports. FYI there
was twelve posts last year with zero audit reports.

Remember we as elected leaders of this organization are responsible for training and educating
our future leaders please be mindful of this when doing your duty.

Chuck

Comrades,

Another month has gone by, time is really flying. I have sent the District Commanders a list of
members that have not paid in the past 10 years. If the District Commander has not given this
to you yet, please contact him. Membership, as you know, is the backbone of this

organization. We need members for voting power in Washington and in the state to keep the
benefits that we have for our veterans. Also, it's been many years since the state of Indiana has
been 100%. | know if everyone works hard we can accomplish this. We have 14 members on
the membership team who will help you in any way and they will be around to visit your posts.

| have been visiting a lot of posts and hope to get to most of you before the year ends.

Don't forget about all of the items you can be eligible to win by signing up new and reinstated
members. Let's make Indiana proud again and be 100% in membership.

Thanks to all who do so much for this great organization.

Buzz Weberding
State Membership Director
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Indiana as of Monday, October 03, 2011
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Indiana District | as of Monday, October 03, 2011

Indiana District 4 as of Monday, October 03, 2011
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Indiana District 2 as of Monday, October 03, 2011
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Indiana District 7 as of Monday, October 03, 2011 .
Indiana District 10 as of Monday, October 03, 2011
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Indiana Gold Star Mothers
Lafayette Chapter

Dear Friends:

The Lafayette Chapter of the Indiana Gold Star Mothers is partnering with Wreaths Across
America, to help seek sponsorships for wreaths that will be placed on ALL veteran’s graves during
a nationwide remembrance ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, on December 10, 2011.
There are over 300,000 graves at Arlington. And this, the year of the 9/11 tenth anniversary, will
be the first time all graves with have a wreath placed on them for “The Christmas They Never
Had.” My son is buried there, and my husband and I will be going to be a volunteer to help with
the project.

The sponsorship for an individual wreath is $15. The "Patriot Pair" is $43, including shipping;
one wreath will go to Arlington and one wreath can be shipped to you for your enjoyment or for
you to take to a local cemetery near you. The wreaths are fresh greens and produced by Worcester
Wreaths in conjunction with Wreaths Across America. 1 have included forms for sponsorships. If
you choose to pay by credit card go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org and be sure to use our
sponsor code: INGSMO001 for our organization to receive credit. Checks can be made out to
Wreaths Across America and mailed with the order form to: Lafayette Gold Star Mothers, c/o Dana
Vann, 745 Wexford Drive, Lafayette, IN 47905.

We hope you can help us, help them. If you would like more information, go to their website or
contact me at 765-414-3676, or dvannmail@yahoo.com.

Thank You,

Dana Vann
Gold Star Mother of SRA John P. Morton, Jr.

Lafayette Chapter, Gold Star Mothers




